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What will the ‘new normal’ be?  This 
is the question on everyone’s lips as 
we continue to ease out of lockdown 
and try to work out what life will 
look like in the coming months.

These last months have been 
strange.  As a staff team we have 
continued to work from home and 
are beginning to work from the office 
a couple of days a week, at a social 
distance.  Much of what was in our 
diaries – deputations, Roadshows 
and summer events - was cancelled; 
replaced with new opportunities to 
meet and share online via Zoom 
and other platforms.

For many of us we have felt a sense 
of loss. We have spent time grieving 
over the way things were and 
longingly remembering the way that 
we used to do things. However, if you 
are like me you will have learnt how 
much we have and how little we need!  

As a staff team we have met every 
weekday morning on Zoom to 
read Scripture and pray together.  
We have prayed for our United 
Bible Societies Fellowship, for our 
country and for you our supporters 
in these days.  I believe that we 
are a stronger team as a result of 
this Bible reading and prayer. As 
a Fellowship we have also prayed 
more, with global and regional prayer 

meetings taking place on Zoom. 
We have been encouraged by many 
of you who have joined us on the 
fourth Wednesday of each month as 
we have gathered for our Northern 
Ireland prayer meetings on Zoom.

We have given thanks for your 
continued generosity as we stand 
up for Scripture in these days 
along with our brothers and sisters 
around the world who are facing 
tough challenges in these uncertain 
days.  You can read from some of 
our colleagues on pages 4 and 5.  

As a staff team we have worked hard 
to try and resource the church and 
society with the Bible, to encourage 
Bible engagement and inspire more 
people to read God’s Word.

Whatever the ‘new normal’ looks 
like for us and for you we have a 
hope and a peace that ‘passes 
all understanding’ (Philippians 
4:7) because of our faith in Jesus 
Christ.  The Psalms have been a 
source of comfort and I remind you 
of Psalm 91:2 ‘I will say of the Lord, 
‘He is my refuge and my fortress, 
my God, in whom I trust’.

 Every blessing and stay safe,
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Cover photo shows young Cubans 
reading the Bible together.

Welcome
Catherine Little
General Secretary, Bible Society NI

We have become all too familiar with 
technology in recent months – with lockdown 
and restrictions came Zoom calls and their 
equivalents.  It has been a wonderful way to 
connect and stay in touch.

As a global Fellowship and local Bible Society 
we have used Zoom to gather and to pray 
together.  We have had global prayer meetings, 
prayers in our Europe Middle East region and 
also with our supporters here in Northern 
Ireland.

We meet for our Northern Ireland prayers on 
the 4th Wednesday of the month at 1pm – it 
would be great to have you join us.  The link 
for the meeting is sent out in our Prayer News 
email on the 15th of each month.

In our Summer Word at Work we asked you to save the 
date for our 2020 Gathering on Friday 6th November.  
We have decided that this meeting will happen virtually 
through Zoom – details about joining us will be 
available on our website nearer the time.  

We are looking forward to ‘gathering’ virtually and 
this will allow us to have input from a wider range of 
people.  Already we are planning to have one of our 
colleagues from the China Partnership sharing that 
evening. Don’t miss the opportunity to hear about the 
global Bible mission that through Bible Society NI you 
support. We are excited about how this opportunity 
will allow us to have input from a wider range of people 
across our Global Fellowship.

We had also planned more local Roadshow events 
for around Northern Ireland.  We had postponed 
those planned for before the summer and have taken 
the decision now that it will be at least 2021 before 
meetings like this happen.

We are in unprecedented times where the challenges 
facing Bible Societies are like never before whilst the 
opportunities for sharing Hope are needed more than ever.  

Praying 
Virtually 

Local News
Gathering 
Virtually 
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Turn to page 14 to read more about how the Cuban Bible Commission 
(the Bible Society in Cuba) is reaching people with God’s Word.

There will be a member of staff in 
the BSNI office Monday-Friday. 
Public access to the office is 
currently restricted, however we 
are able to serve you at our door 
from a social distance.

6th NOVEmBER 2020
7.30Pm

Greatest Gift
 It is never too early to start thinking about Christmas presents. Every 
year we produce an alternative Christmas gift catalogue, allowing you 
to give a truly meaningful gift to your friends and family. From as little 
£5 you could give someone around the world a Bible.

We provide a card with each donation for you to give to your loved one, 
telling them about the project and people that their gift will impact. 

To request a Greatest Gift catalogue, contact the office on 
028 9032 6577. or email info@biblesocietyni.co.uk.
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International News 

The impact of COVID-19 has been felt all 
over the world.  In our lifetimes we have not 
experienced anything that has come close 
to the chaos of the last months with national 
lockdowns, travel restrictions and loss on a 
scale that is hard to comprehend.

Here in Northern Ireland we have felt the 
impact of COVID-19 personally, as families and 
as communities.  Our churches were closed 
for months and we weren’t allowed to visit 
our friends and family.  The full impact of this 

global pandemic and the subsequent economic 
downturn will be felt for years to come.

Around the world Bible Societies have had to 
face tough decisions.  Programmes have had 
to change and in some cases be put on hold.  
We wrote to you over the summer with news 
from Peru and what was happening with the 
‘Bread of Life’ project there as well as news 
of the United Bible Societies Solidarity Fund 
and how we could be part of keeping Bible 
mission going in some parts of the world.

We finished 2019 on a positive note with 
ambitious plans for 2020 but COVID-19 
meant that everything changed.  We have 
had to reduce our staff team and feel like 
we have left the comfort zone for very 
challenging terrain.  We took these difficult 
decisions to make sure that we could 
continue to serve Ugandans who needed the 
Bible more than ever before.

We supplied Audio Bibles and other 
materials to a government appeal to 

support those impacted by 
COVID-19.  We received a lot 

of gratitude from the national 

COVID-19 Task Force for our generosity and 
have heard that the equipment has been well 
distributed amongst patients and those in 
quarantine centres.

While declaring the lockdown the President 
of Uganda quoted Isaiah 26: 20 - “Come, 
my people, enter your chambers, and shut 
your doors behind you; hide yourselves 
for a little while until the fury has passed 
by.”  We pray that as our President 
announces a complete lifting of the lock 
down, he will make use of Psalm 118:5 - 
“Out of my distress I called on the LORD; 
the LORD answered me and set me free.”

Work from home started for 
the Bible Society of Jordan in 
the third week of March, we 
knew that our presence was 
very important at this time 
and we quickly found new 
ways to reach people during 
this crisis.  We adapted 
many of our project to online 
activities.

We started groups online 
using Zoom, prepared 
training for leaders and ran 
a children’s competition 
online during Lent.  We tried 
our best to encourage and 
equip the community and the 

church.  We also launched 
a relief project for those 
who struggled to get basic 
supplies for food and hygiene 
as well as providing Bibles 
and Children’s Bibles to those 
who longed to have them.

We have seen many 
examples of God’s goodness 
in these difficult days.  We 
have witnessed a growth 
in our ministry and reach 
in Jordan and have seen 
more people restoring their 
relationship with the Bible 
to seek and find answers for 
questions raised.

With China being 
where COVID-19 
started we felt 
the impact 
of lockdown 
from January.  
Churches were 
closed and Bible 

distribution and other activities had to stop.  
We are delighted that many churches have 
re-opened and Bible distribution has got 
going again in China.

Amity Printing Company also had to close 
but has been re-opened since February, 
printing Bibles for all over the world again.  
Amity and the Church in China offered 
to send thousands of items of Personal 
Protective Equipment as an act of love to 
Bible Societies in the Fellowship when they 
heard there was a shortage of masks and 
other items around the world – an act of 
generosity and love.

The public health crisis from COVID-19 has 
been followed by an even worse economic 
crisis, hundreds of thousands of people have 
lost their jobs in Peru. The Bible Society have 
united in prayer during these very difficult 
and uncertain times firmly believing that God 
will guide us.  God answered our prayers 
by granting our staff a positive mindset and 
creativity to implement new ways to continue 
developing our mission.  The team used 
technology to reach out with resources and 
meetings for leaders via Zoom.  

Translation 
projects 
were able to 
continue and 
the special 
Bread of Life 
project for 
children was 
adapted to 
provide food 
parcels and 
Scripture 
items to 
families.

We find ourselves at a pivotal point in 
history.  Many throughout the world are 
seeking hope – hope to overcome fear, 
hope for the recovery of trauma.  They are 
seeking hope through the Bible and have been contacting 
Bible Societies around the world. Bible Societies are 
responding to help people embrace and engage with the 
Word of God at a time when economies and systems are 
under pressure, lacking resource and maybe even broken.  
Bible Societies are being salt and light into places during 
these dark times, they are standing up for Scripture in their 
communities.  We need to stand with these colleagues in 
prayer and through practical ways, responding with hand 
and heart to meet the needs of Bible Societies around our 
Fellowship.

Please pray for our Fellowship at this time:
 + Pray for the wellbeing of staff and volunteers around the 

world as they continue to try to reach out with God’s Word.
 + Pray that we would see an end to the spread of 

COVID-19 and especially against second waves of the 
virus.

 + Pray for the individuals and families who have received 
Scripture in recent months that they would engage and 
embrace it.

News from some of our 
global brothers and sisters

SImON PEtER mUkhAmA from the Bible Society of Uganda shares: 

DANIEL LOh from 
the China Partnership 
shares: 

RAmA hADDADIN from the 
Bible Society of Jordan 
shares: 

NORmA SANDOVAL from the 
Peruvian Bible Society shares: Peru Uganda

Jordan
China

We asked some colleagues to tell us their experiences...

mIkE PERREAU - 
Director General 
of the United Bible 
Societies shares: 
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Prayer at Work
PuLL OuT AND KEEP PRAYER GuIDE

Autumn 2020

4 – 10 OCt 11 – 17 OCt 18 – 24 OCt 25 – 31 OCt

Tajikistan  Pray for the Bible 
Society in Tajikistan as they 
reach out to their majority 
Muslim community and to 
minority groups with the 
Bible. Pray for their work 
amongst young people to 
help them engage more 
with the Bible. Pray for the 
Trauma Healing projects here. 
The work here is led by GS 
Shuhratjon Nigmatov.

uzbekistan  Pray for the 
development of the audio 
Bible in the Uzbek language 
and for the printing of large 
print portions of Scripture. 
Pray for their work amongst 
migrant workers and that they 
would be able to share the 
Gospel with them. Pray for 
Executive Director Alexander 
Kim as he leads the staff team 
here.

Niger  Pray for the Faith 
Comes by Hearing and 
literacy projects going on in 
Niger. Pray for the situation 
with extremist groups, such 
as Boko Haram, and Trauma 
Healing groups which are 
helping people affected by the 
violence. Pray for Executive 
Secretary Yaye Hama and his 
team as they seek to share 
God’s love in these difficult 
situations.

Nigeria  Pray for the translation 
projects going on in Nigeria, 
that they will be finished soon 
as people wait anxiously for the 
Bible in their heart language. 
Pray that these translations will 
transform lives. Pray for the 
Bible Society’s relationship with 
churches and that they will be 
able to work together to share 
the Bible. The work here is led 
by GS Dare Ajiboye.

Sudan  Pray for The Bible 
translations into Otoro, Uduk 
and Nuba. These translations 
will be the first Bible in these 
languages and people are 
eagerly waiting for them. Pray 
for their work amongst people 
who have experienced trauma, 
that they would be able to 
help them heal through God’s 
Word. The work here is led 
by Executive Secretary Ismail 
Kanani.

South Sudan  Pray for the 
building of the Bible Mission 
House. They have been working 
from a warehouse for many 
years and are excited to have a 
dedicated building. Thank God 
for the Trauma Healing project, 
which has been helping many 
people. Remember GS Edward 
Kajivora, his staff, volunteers 
and Board as they seek to carry 
out their projects.

Estonia  Pray for the Estonian 
Bible Society as they promote 
Bible advocacy amongst 
the population. Pray for 
their relationships with local 
churches. Pray also for the 
translation of the Bible into 
modern Estonian, and that 
this translation would reach 
people’s hearts. The Estonian 
Bible Society is led by GS 
Jaan Bärenson.

Latvia  Pray for the 
development of the new Bible 
Society website, and that 
this would open the doors 
to a new audience. Pray 
for the Latvian youth New 
Testament and for the “Bibles 
for Elderly People” project. 
Pray for the ongoing revision 
of the Latvian modern Bible 
translation. The team here is 
led by GS Valdis Teraudkalns.

Lithuania  Pray for the 
continuing translation of 
the New Testament into 
Lithuanian Sign Language. 
Pray for the integration 
of digital technology into 
their projects, which would 
allow them to reach a new 
generation with the gospel. 
Pray for Executive Director 
Vilhelmina Kalinauskiene, her 
staff team and Board.

Norway  Pray for the 
Norwegian Bible Society as 
they seek to partner with 
local churches to improve 
Bible engagement within their 
context. Pray for the new 
translation of the North Sami 
Bible that it would bless those 
who read it. Pray for GS Paul 
Wirgenes and his team as they 
carry out these projects in their 
country. 

Iceland  Pray for the Bible 
Society in Iceland as they 
publish, distribute and 
encourage the use of the 
Bible. Pray that they would be 
able to ensure that the Bible 
is always available and at an 
affordable price. Pray that they 
would be able to continue to 
promote Bible engagement. 
The work here is led by 
President Agnes Sigurdardottir.

Faroe Islands  Pray for the 
new translation of the full 
Bible and praise God for the 
revision of the contemporary 
New Testament. Pray that 
the Faroese Bible Society 
would be able to continue to 
partner with the local church. 
Remember GS Gunnar 
Nattestad and his staff team 
as they work to promote the 
Bible in the Faroe Islands.

There are many Bible Societies around the world today who 
are struggling. Projects are being adapted, cut back or 
stopped altogether as a result of the COVID-19 outbreak. 
Please pray for our brothers and sisters around the world as 
they continue to share God’s Word in these challenging times.

Terms & Abbreviations
FCBH: Faith Comes by Hearing - A programme providing audio Scripture for 
listening groups, set up mainly through local churches. Trauma Healing: Bible-
based counselling for survivors of traumas such as epidemics, disasters or war.
Good Samaritan Project: A Bible-based HIV/AIDS education programme. 
Workshop based, multi-media training.  OT/NT: Old/New Testament.
GS: General Secretary. CEO: Chief Executive Officer.

Around 169,000 people (2.5% of the population) in 
Rwanda are HIV positive. It is a heavily stigmatised 
diagnosis, especially among the Christian community, and 
many people believe the disease is a punishment from God.
The Bible Society of Rwanda began the “Good Samaritan” 
project to reach out to those who are affected by the 
disease and to breakdown social stigmas around it. Based 
on the parable of the Good Samaritan, this programme 
challenges perceptions of HIV and AIDS. It teaches 
Biblical compassion to those affected, as well as how to 
prevent the transmission of the disease.

 +  Pray for this project as the Bible 
Society works to adapt it to 
COVID-19 restrictions.

 +  Pray for those who are 
impacted by HIV/AIDS and that 
God would comfort them.

 +  Pray that good relationships 
with churches would continue 
and that they would find 
suitable venues to host 
workshops.

BIBLE-A-mONth PROJECt OCtOBER: RWANDA

Bible Sunday will 
take place this 
year on Sunday 
25th October 
/ Sunday 6th 
December and 
we want to invite 
you to join with 
us in celebrating 
the great and 
precious gift of 
God’s Word! 

To help you or 
your small group 
or church do this, 
we have compiled 
an inspirational pack of free biblical 
resources centred around the theme of ‘The 
Big Story’. 

There will be fun material for Sunday 
schools and youth groups, inspirational 
stories from around the world of the work 
of Bible Society NI as well as prayers, 
Bible readings and a video sermon for you 
to watch and use to round out your Bible 
Sunday 2020 package.

These resources will be made available 
online to easily download from the 
beginning of October. To download the 
package all you need to do is go to  
www.biblesocietyni.co.uk/resources/
bible-sunday and enter your email address.

The Bible Course is an 8 
session course helping 
you to explore the world’s 
bestselling book. The DVD 
teaching, course guide, 
daily Bible readings and the 
unique timeline employed 
throughout will help you see 
how the books, events and 
characters are part of one big 
story – God’s story. Without 
doubt this resource will grow 
your confidence as you read 
the Bible! 

Now is a great opportunity 
to explore the Bible’s big 

story, from the comfort of 
your own home. In light of 
the COVID-19 situation, 
The Bible Course has been 
adapted into a digital format 
suitable for an online small 
group, family setting or 
church service series.

Get in touch with us today to 
find out how you can begin 
your Bible Course journey 
and how we can help you 
go deeper into the most 
wonderful book ever written 
and the greatest story ever 
told!

BIBLE 
SUNDAY 2020

BSNI Online Resources

THE BIBLE 
COURSE

At Bible Society NI we are passionate about Bible engagement and 
committed to helping and resourcing the Church in this land to go 

deeper and grow in confidence as people read and handle the Bible.

Two ways we want to encourage you to do that this Autumn are 
through Bible Sunday and The Bible Course.

  Now is a great 
opportunity to 

explore the Bible’s big 
story, from the comfort 
of your own home..  

Bible Course full DVD set: £24.99
Individual Bible Course Study Guide: £4.99 each



1 – 7 NOV 8 – 14 NOV 22 – 28 NOV

South Africa  
Praise God for the 200 years 
the Bible Society has been 
operating in South Africa. 
Pray for their work in schools 
and prisons, especially 
regarding the COVID-19 
outbreak. Pray for the launch 
of new translations in isiZulu 
and Afrikaans. Remember 
CEO Dirk Gevers and his 
team as they work to promote 
the Bible in South Africa.

Lesotho  
Pray for the work among 
young people, teaching them 
to read and study their Bible. 
Pray for Trauma Healing 
projects amongst children and 
that these would benefit those 
who participate. Pray also 
for the SiPhuthi Oral Bible 
Translation. The work here is 
led by GS Inahaneng Tsekana.

Eswatini (Swaziland)  
Pray for the projects which 
reach out to marginalised 
groups, such as the hard 
of hearing, the visually 
impaired or those with other 
disabilities. Pray that God 
would provide resources so 
that projects could continue 
and praise him for what 
he has provided so far. GS 
Ngcebo Mbuli leads the Bible 
Society here.

France  
Pray for the launch of the 
French version of the Bible 
Course and that many people 
would benefit from it. Pray that 
they would be able to continue 
to develop strong relationships 
with local churches. Pray 
also for their work amongst 
children and teenagers 
promoting Bible engagement. 
The work here is led by GS 
Jonathan Boulet.

Spain  
Pray for the Bible Society 
of Spain as they reach out 
to their community with the 
Gospel. Pray for the translation 
of the Bible into the Galician 
language. Pray for their 
work supporting theological 
students in their studies. Pray 
also for GS Luis Fajardo and 
his staff team as they lead the 
work here.

Portugal  
Praise God for the 200 year 
anniversary of the first full 
edition of the Bible in the João 
Ferreira de Almeida translation. 
Pray for their online projects 
such as the “InstaBible” which 
is reaching people with the 
Gospel through social media 
platforms such as Instagram. 
Executive Director Miguel 
Jerónimo leads the work here.

The Gulf  
Pray for the Trauma Healing 
ministries in the Gulf. Pray 
for the adoption of the New 
Testament in Arabic to the 
Gulf dialect. Pray for their 
projects amongst migrant 
workers, especially those 
who have been impacted by 
the COVID-19 outbreak. The 
work here is led by GS Hrayr 
Jebejian.

Iraq 
Pray for the church in Iraq as 
they face many hardships. 
Pray for the Bible distribution 
programmes in the North and 
South of Iraq as well as the 
Trauma Healing programme. 
Pray for the Bible Society 
staff here as they seek 
to provide God’s Word in 
difficult circumstances.

Iran (In Diaspora) 
Pray the Bible Society would 
be able to support the church 
here, both in Iran and for 
Iranians. Pray for the work 
amongst children and young 
people, to help them engage 
with the Bible. The work here 
is led by Executive Director 
Nahid Sepehrifard from 
America; please remember 
her and her staff.

There is a shortage of Bibles in Azerbaijan. Many 
churches do not have enough Bibles for those in 
their congregations, let alone to give when they 
evangelise to their communities. There are many 
new Christians who don’t have their own Bible.

To help meet this need the Bible Society is 
providing churches with Bibles as well as helping 
to make Bibles affordable to buy. This enables 
Christians to have access to their own Bible, many 
for the first time. Bibles are provided in Azerbaijani 
and Russian, ensuring that as many people as 
possible can read a translation in their heart 
language.

 +  Pray for the smooth delivery 
of Bibles into the country, 
especially at customs and 
checkpoints .

 +  Pray for the safety of Bible 
Society staff and volunteers as 
they work to provide Bibles in 
Azerbaijan .

 +  Pray that despite COVID-19 this 
project would continue to thrive 
and the Bible Society would be 
able to provide God’s Word to 
those who seek it. 

BIBLE-A-mONth PROJECt NOVEmBER: AzERBAIJAN
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15 – 21 NOV

Gambia  
Pray for the Faith Comes 
by Hearing project. Pray for 
their work amongst women 
and young girls, teaching 
them the gospel through 
literacy projects. Pray also 
for translation work among 
different dialects and minority 
languages. The Bible society 
here is led by CEO Michael 
Ellis.

Guinea  
Pray for the Toma Bible 
translation project as they 
continue to translate the 
full Bible. Pray for the Faith 
Comes by Hearing project 
and work amongst those 
who are illiterate. Continue 
to remember Guinea as they 
are affected by the COVID-19 
outbreak. Pray for Executive 
Secretary Robert Iffono and 
his team. 

Senegal  
Pray for the Bible Society in 
Senegal and their projects 
promoting literacy amongst 
women and young girls. Pray 
for their work amongst those 
who are participating in the 
Trauma Healing programmes. 
Pray that these people 
would find peace in Christ’s 
love. Remember Executive 
Secretary Ousseynou Ngom 
and the team here.

29 NOV - 5 DEC 6 – 12 DEC 20 – 26 DEC

Japan  
Pray for the updated Bible 
translation into Japanese and 
that it will be a blessing to all 
those who read it. Pray for 
the distribution of the Bible 
in Japan. Pray for GS Kiyoshi 
Gushiken and the rest of the 
team as they carry out these 
projects under COVID-19 
restrictions.

Korea  
Pray for the Korean Bible 
Society, based in South 
Korea, as they launch the 
New Korean translation. Pray 
that this translation will be a 
solid foundation for people’s 
faith. Pray for Christians in 
North Korea, that God would 
protect them and would 
continue to grow His church. 
The work here is led by GS 
Jae Min Ho.

Taiwan  
Pray for the projects in Taiwan 
and that they would be kept 
on track despite COVID-19. 
Pray for translation and 
distribution work among 
indigenous people, and that 
the Bible would continue to 
be made accessible. Pray for 
the team led by GS Daniel 
Cheng, that God would give 
them wisdom and guidance 
during this time.

Kazakhstan  
Pray that the Bible Society 
here would be allowed by 
the authorities to continue 
to operate their projects 
and programmes. Pray for 
their work amongst children 
and youth, sharing the Bible 
with them. Pray for the Bible 
Society staff, led by Executive 
Director Viktor Grishko, and 
for their families. 

Kyrgyzstan  
Pray for Kyrgyzstan as Islam 
becomes a more prominent 
religion in their country. Pray 
that the Bible Society would 
continue to be able to teach 
truth and that people would 
acknowledge Jesus as their 
Saviour. Pray for Executive 
Secretary Roman Fedyanin 
and his team of staff and 
volunteers. 

Mongolia  
Pray for the work amongst 
people with disabilities, 
especially those who are 
deaf or visually impaired. 
Pray for their work amongst 
young people and children. 
Pray for good relationships 
with local churches. 
Remember Executive Director 
Bayarmagnai Bayardalai as he 
leads the team here. 

Madagascar   
Pray for the ongoing Malagasy 
Bible translation. Pray for the 
work among young people 
and the next generation of 
Christians. Praise God that the 
Bible Society is celebrating 
its 55th anniversary and 
185 years of the Bible in 
Madagascar. Pray that God 
would continue to reach 
people’s hearts with His Word.

Mauritius  
Pray for the Trauma Healing 
programme among women 
and children in Mauritius. Pray 
for the development of the 
Scholarly Editions of the Bible 
and study resources. Pray 
that the message of the Bible 
would continue to change 
people’s lives. Pray for the 
team here led by Executive 
Director Gerard Lam Hing.

Seychelles  
Please pray for the 
construction of the Bible 
House in 2020. Pray for peace 
and stability during the state 
elections of 2020. Pray that 
young people will be impacted 
by outreach programmes and 
for family unity. The work here 
is led by Executive Secretary 
Margaret Maillet.

All school children in Kenya have a weekly 
religious education lesson.The local church and 
Christian organisations are invited to come and 
teach children from the Bible. However, most do 
not have access to a copy of the Bible during the 
lessons and their families are too poor to buy a copy. 

The Bible Society of Kenya is addressing this 
need by delivering Scriptures to children from 
disadvantaged backgrounds. They have been 
distributing Bibles for 5 years and have reached 
many children and their families. The children are 
able to read the Scriptures to their families, sharing 
God’s Word with them. 

 + Pray that Bibles will still be 
available so that children 
and youth will be reached 
with Scriptures, despite 
COVID-19 restrictions.

 + Pray for the positive 
transformation for those will 
be reached with the Word 
of God.

 + Pray for the Bible Society of 
Kenya as they adapt their 
projects to comply with 
COVID-19 restrictions

BIBLE-A-mONth PROJECt DECEmBER: kENYA

13 – 19 DEC

Laos  
Pray for the literacy projects 
in Laos, as well as translation, 
distribution and publication 
projects. Ask God to bless 
their work among minority 
people in rural areas, and 
their work among the 
young people of Laos. Pray 
for the team here led by 
Executive Director Pairanya 
Sahassawas.

Myanmar 
Pray for a good environment 
within the country where 
Bible ministry can be carried 
out with freedom. Pray for 
the eight ongoing Bible 
translation projects and the 
people that these will impact. 
Pray that the distribution of 
the Bible will be well received. 
The work here is led by GS 
Khoi Lam Thang.

Sri Lanka 
Pray for the many ongoing 
translation projects in this 
country, such as the Falam 
Chin and Zaiwa languages. 
Pray for the renovation of the 
Bible House in Sri Lanka. Pray 
for good relationships with 
the local church and other 
parachurch organisations. 
The work here is led by GS 
Priyantha Wijegoonawardena.

  Pray that the Bible Society would continue 
to be able to teach truth and that people 

would acknowledge Jesus as their Saviour.   
Kyrgyzstan

  Praise God for the 200 year anniversary 
of the first full edition of the Bible in the João 

Ferreira de Almeida translation.   
Portugal
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Eritrea  
Please ask God to bless the 
Bible work in this country and 
that His Word can reach the 
hearts of the entire population. 
Pray for the work carried out by 
the local Bible Society among 
youth, and for translation 
projects. The work here is led 
by GS Minasse Haileab.

Ethiopia  
Pray for the Barge New 
Testament translation and for 
the East Oromo Old Testament 
translation. Pray for their 
Trauma Healing programmes 
and for those that participate in 
them. Ask God that He would 
open the hearts of people in 
Ethiopia to the Gospel. Pray for 
the staff team here led by GS 
Yilma Getahun.

Central African Republic  
Pray for peace in Central 
African Republic, and that 
the Bible would play a role in 
bringing about this peace. Pray 
that a new BS vehicle would 
be provided so that vital Bible 
work can continue. Pray for 
Executive Secretary Sylvain 
M. Ndjendolé and the team as 
they adapt projects to comply 
with COVID-19 restrictions.

El Salvador 
Pray for the New Testament 
Tour in Schools as it adapts 
to be shared with online 
classes. Pray for the work 
among prisoners and convicts 
as the Gospel is shared with 
these people. Pray for projects 
reaching out to victims of 
domestic abuse. Pray for GS 
Pablo Gonzalez as he leads the 
team here.

Malawi  
Pray for Bible literacy projects, 
teaching the Yao people to 
read through the Bible. Pray 
for the work among children, 
young people and Bible Youth 
Advocates. Pray for the Family 
Engagement Packs, helping 
families to read God’s Word 
together. The work here is led 
by GS Clapperton Mayuni 
and the team of staff and 
volunteers.

Kenya  
Pray for the distribution of 
Bibles in schools and among 
marginalised youth. Pray for 
the impact that COVID-19 is 
having on this project. Pray 
for the work that reaches out 
to people who are disabled 
or deaf/visually impaired. The 
staff team here is led by GS 
Elizabeth Muriuki.

Colombia  
Pray for their work amongst 
displaced people and 
immigrants from Venezuela. 
Pray for their work among 
schools and that they would 
continue to be allowed to 
share the Gospel and Biblical 
principles with children. Pray 
for the translators working on 
projects. The work here is led 
by GS Diana Leal.

Peru  
Please pray for the Bible 
translation projects into 
Quechua of Apurímac and 
Matsigenka. Pray for the 
“Bread of Life” project as it 
offers spiritual and material 
nourishment to poor children. 
Pray for the impact that 
COIVD-19 is having on these 
projects. Pray for Executive 
Director Pablo Gutierrez and 
the team.

Ecuador  
Pray for the work in Ecuador 
among families, helping them 
to engage with the Bible as 
a family unit. Pray for the 
Bible Society here as they 
seek to provide 100,000 New 
Testaments. Pray for the 
revision of the Bible here, and 
for Executive Director Daniel 
Oliva as he leads the team.

Each year our Bible-a-month calendar shares 12 
countries where amazing Bible Society projects are 
taking place. A gift of £5 each month can give someone 
a Bible in these countries. It can help people receive the 
Bible in their heart language and in a format they can use, 
perhaps for the very first time. 

If you would like to sign up to our Bible a Month Calendar 
please visit: www.biblesocietyni.co.uk/get-involved/
give/ bible-a-month-club/ for how you can join!

 +  Pray for the many Christians who 
are yet to receive their own Bible. 
Pray that God would provide them 
with Scripture.

 + Pray for Bible translations going 
on all around the world and for 
the people who are yet to have 
Scripture in their heart language. 

 + Pray for Bible Societies all around 
the world as everyone has been 
affected by COVID-19.

BIBLE-A-mONth 2021
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Hungary  Thank God for the 
recently revised Károli Bible 
translation. Pray for the many 
Bible distribution projects and 
the online Bible contests. Pray 
also for the translation of the 
Bible into sign language. Pray 
for the staff and team led by 
GS Ottó Pecsuk.

Moldova  
Pray that the Bible Society of 
Moldova would continue to be 
able to provide God’s Word in 
a suitable format and language 
to the people in their country. 
Pray for good relationships 
with churches and other 
Christian organisations. Pray 
for Executive Director Anatoly 
Kirillov as he leads the team 
here.

Slovenia  
Pray for the Bible Society 
here as they begin to engage 
new audiences through the 
use of digital media. Pray for 
their work amongst different 
denominations. Pray for their 
work amongst those who 
are deaf or visually impaired. 
Pay for their Trauma Healing 
projects and for GS Matjaž 
Črnivec, who leads the staff 
team.
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Honduras 
Please pray for wisdom to 
make projects more relevant, 
particularly to children 
and young people. Ask for 
protection for the staff and 
volunteers, as they live in one 
of the most violent countries in 
the world. Pray that the Gospel 
would make a positive impact 
on their country. GS Jorge 
Gomez leads the work here.

Guatemala  
Pray for the at-risk children 
in Guatemala that are being 
reached. Pray also for young 
Guatemalans who hear the 
Gospel, that it might impact 
their lives. Pray that more 
people in Guatemala may 
have access to the Bible in the 
language of their hearts. The 
work here is led by GS Saúl 
Sosa Urízar.

Tanzania  
Pray for the work here 
especially amongst those 
with disabilities. Pray that 
the Bible Society of Tanzania 
would be able to help them 
to become more included 
in the local church. Pray for 
the translation projects and 
workshops going on. Pray 
for GS Alfred Kimonge as he 
leads the work here.

  The unfolding 
of your words 
gives light; it gives 
understanding to 
the simple. 
Psalm 119:130 (NIV)
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James 2:17-18   
Nahum 1:3   
Genesis 1:27-28   
Genesis 9:8-11   
Genesis 12:1-3   
2 Samuel 7:10-11  
Psalm 146:7-10   
Habakkuk 1:1-4   
Esther 4:14   
Micah 6:6-8   
Isaiah 42:1-4   
Luke 4:16-19   
Luke 15:3-7   
Matthew 28:16-20  
Acts 4:18-20   
2 Corinthians 2:14
Colossians 1:3-6
2 Chronicles 29:11
1 Corinthians 15:58
2 John 1-3
2 John 4-6
2 John 7-9
3 John 2-4
3 John 5-8
3 John 10-11
Psalm 1:1-3
Psalm 92:12-15
Isaiah 27:2-3
Ezekiel 36:9-11
Psalm 107:33-38
2 Corinthians 3:18

John 15:5-8   
Romans 12:1-2   
Colossians 3:12-14  
Galatians 5:22-23  
James 3:17-18   
Ephesians 4:29-32  
2 Peter 1:5-8   
2 Corinthians 9:6-8  
Galatians 2:20   
Philippians 3:10-12  
1 Corinthians 1:7-9  
Ephesians 1:15-17  
Colossians 1:9-12  
2 Timothy 4:7-8   
Isaiah 65:17   
Isaiah 61:4
Isaiah 49:8
John 11:25-27
John 14:1-4
Luke 24:25-27
Luke 24:32-34
1 Thessalonians 4:13-14
Peter 1:3-5
1 Corinthians 15:19-20
1 Corinthians 15:42-44
1 Corinthians 15:51-53
2 Corinthians 5:1
Philippians 3:20-21
Colossians 3:1-4
Matthew 6:19-21

2 Peter 3:10-13   
Revelation 7:9-10  
Revelation 21:22-27  
Revelation 22:1-2  
John 1:10-13   
Galatians 4:4-6   
Ephesians 1:3-5   
Matthew 1:18-21  
John 1:18   
Isaiah 11:2   
Luke 1:30-33   
Isaiah 7:14   
Luke 1:46-50   
Luke 2:4-7   
Matthew 2:1-2   
Matthew 2:3-6
Luke 2:8-11
Luke 2:12-15
Luke 2:27-32
Luke 2:36-38
2 Corinthians 8:9
1 Timothy 3:16
Isaiah 9:1-2
Isaiah 9:6
John 14:5-7
John 14: 15-19
John 15:9-14
Matthew 28:18-20
Luke 24:50-53
Revelation 1:7-8
Matthew 6:9-13
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THROuGHOuT 2020 THOuSANDS OF PEOPLE 
ACROSS THE WORLD AND IN NORTHERN 

IRELAND HAVE BEEN READING AND 
PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD OuT LOuD 
THROuGH THE BIBLE 2020 APP.

We have enjoyed being able to read and reflect 
on what the Bible teaches us about God – of 
who He is and what He has done; on the hope 
that is available to us through Christ in all of life’s 
circumstances, as well as reading of the calling 

placed on each of our lives as His disciples.

It has been a privilege to see videos and hear voices 
from fellow brothers and sisters around the world reading 

the Bible in their own heart language each day. What a 
stunning picture of the diversity of the Kingdom of God! 

Join with us this October to December as we finish our year 
of Bible reading by reflecting and speaking out loud the words 
of the Bible on mission, fruitfulness, a vision of heaven, the 
incarnation and more. Here are the daily readings. 

Don’t let 2020 be the end of your Bible reading journey! Get in touch with us for your 
FREE 2021 Daily Bible Reading Guide and check out the back page of this edition of W@W 
for some information on our Advent 2020 devotional and our 2021 Bible project – 52.

BiBle 
2020

@2020Bible
#Bible2020NI



If you would like to order a 
‘Reach out and touch the Lord’ 
CD they are available through 
the Bible Society NI office or 
by emailing Eleanor directly at 
eleanorcrymble@gmail.com.  
The CDs cost £10  (plus P&P) 
each and all the proceeds will 
go to Bible Society NI. 

Some reviews 
from listeners..

Reach out and 
touch the Lord

12 13

How long have you had an 
association with Bible Society NI 
and how did that start?
My parents were very involved 
in promoting the work and it still 
fascinates me to learn how God is 
reaching out to people all over the 
world through His Word.

Back in 2018 you organised 
a musical production in the 
Marketplace Theatre in Armagh 
to tell the story of ‘5 ordinary 
people who changed the world’ 
– one of them was Mary Jones 
whose story inspired the Bible 
Society movement to begin in 
1804. Tell us more about your 
productions.
‘Five Ordinary people who changed 
the World’ was a musical presented 
by people from various churches, 
mainly Dungannon Methodist. I 
wrote the script and directed the 
performance with the help of many 
very talented people, including the 
Ballyclare Male Choir who were our 
special guests.

A second event was to be held on 
27th March this year entitled ‘Three 
Ordinary Men who changed the 
World.’ We hope to reschedule this 
event in the will of the Lord at some 
future date.

One of the three men we will 
learn about is the Italian genius 
Marconi, the inventor of the 
radio. He is quoted as saying ‘In 
prayer the human spirit can send 
invisible waves to eternity, waves 

that achieve their goal in front of 
God.’ He believed that he could 
send sound waves through the 
air and worked tirelessly until he 
succeeded in creating a wireless 
connection. And how grateful we 
are today for his invention!

You have had a new idea to reach 
out to people with music. Tell us 
about that and how people can 
get a copy of the CD. 
During lockdown, like many other 
churches, we have had services 
online. I recorded some familiar 
hymns at home on my piano 
and keyboard and sent them via 
Whatsapp to our minister. A couple 
of my friends suggested I should 
put these on CD. And so I did. My 
CD is entitled ‘Reach out and touch 
the Lord’. There are 20 tracks in all 
with just over an hour of music.

As we cannot sing in church at 
the present time, I am hoping that 
people will sing along as they listen 
at home and be reminded of the 
great truths contained 
in the words. It is 
my prayer that 
those who listen 
will feel God’s 
presence, His 
touch of comfort, 
healing and 
encouragement.

Eleanor 
Crymble

A Snapshot of a Supporter

INtERVIEW WIth

  In the midst of 
all the sad changes 
in our lives, your 
music has lifted my 
heart..  

  So relaxing 
to listen to.  

  Beautiful, soothing, 
comforting music..  

If you have ever dropped into our office or phoned us, Campbell Moore 
was probably the first person to greet you. Campbell has been our Office 
Manager for the past 18 years and we asked him to tell us a little more 
about his day to day life in the office.

Campbell
A COFFEE WIth

I haven’t “worked” here very 
long or very much. I don’t think 
you really work in this job - you 
don’t “clock in or out”. I started on 
Monday 2nd December 2002 and I 
remember asking John Doherty (the 
previous General Secretary) that first 
morning for time off on the Tuesday. 
He didn’t ask the reason why and 
when I queried this, he said, “If it’s 
important enough to ask for the 
time off, it’s important enough to 
have the time off”. For me, that trust 
demonstrated this was not just a job.

My role is varied – literally no two 
days are ever the same. It involves 
all things administration: dealing with 
visitors to the office, telephone calls, 
mail, trading enquiries and sales, 
accounts, gift aid, VAT, database 
maintenance, tea making, proof 
reading, minute taking at Board 
meetings and all else required.

There are lots of highlights in our 
work. Conversations with supporters, 
letters thanking us for what we 
do, every gift received from every 
individual, being able to support 
projects all around the world.

  As I have grown 
older I’ve realised, 
professionally and 
personally, how 
important the Bible 
is to me; how I need 
to read and know 
it better and how it 
still changes lives 
in 2020.  

I enjoy coming into work every 
day! Honestly! We have, now 
and in the past, a staff team and 
Board who give of their best and 
supporters who are generous 
prayerfully and financially.

Outside of work I am involved 
with my church as a Sunday 
School teacher, on the finance 
team and help look after a small 
Bible Study group. I have been a 
long term, long suffering supporter 
of Ballymena United – a form of 
relaxation that varies from one 
Saturday to the next! For a number 
of years, I have set quizzes as 
a way of supporting charitable 
ventures.

Lockdown was a challenge and a 
blessing. From the end of March, 
we all worked from home though I 
went into the office every Thursday 
to do things impossible to be done 
from home. The short “commute” 
to my study was great though I 
missed the usual daily telephone 
calls and visits of supporters. 
Discipline was required to organise 
work schedules. Although we had 
a daily zoom meeting, it’s not the 
same as being face to face. On 
the other hand, days were less 
cluttered and you had time for 
walks.

As I have grown older I’ve 
realised, professionally and 
personally, how important the 
Bible is to me; how I need to read 
and know it better and how it still 
changes lives in 2020. 

The current Bible Society NI staff team

The staff team in 2004 - 
Campbell Moore, Julie Hutchinson 
and GS John Doherty
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Cuba Appeal

We have supported the Cuban Bible Commission 
(the Bible Society in Cuba) as they provided 1 million 
Bibles to their people, a project which was completed 
in 2018. As they supplied the 1 million Bibles their 
distribution network and capacity began to grow, as did 
opportunities to connect and build relationships with 
local churches. 

The Cuban Bible Commission decided to raise this 
number to a Bible for every Cuban.
This is an ambitious project; there are just over 11 
million people in Cuba, but the Bible Society has faith 
that it is possible. They know that God’s Word can have 
a massive impact on their society and want it to be 
accessible to everyone.

Bible Poverty
Bibles in Cuba can be very hard to come across. It will 
cost most people two weeks of wages to buy a Bible, 
and it can be a struggle to find somewhere to buy a 
Bible from. The Cuban Bible Commission are driven by 
the hope that all Cubans will one day be able to access 
the Bible freely in an appropriate format and in the 
language of their hearts. Despite the lack of Bibles the 
church is still growing, unafraid to proclaim the Gospel.
More than 60 denominations in Cuba have asked 
the Bible Society to help eradicate Bible poverty by 
providing Bibles. For many of the congregants in these 
churches this is the first copy of the Bible that they have 
ever owned. People are overjoyed when they are given 
their own copy of God’s Word. 

 
Remigia’s Desire for a 
New Bible
It was just another day at 
the Cuban Bible Commission 
offices when a lady knocked at 
their door.  Remigia, a 76 year old 
woman, stood and politely asked for 
a new Bible for herself. She told them “...mine is very 
damaged, has been repaired everywhere...no matter if 
it is not a Bible with big letters, I will read it anyway!”. 

The Bible Society did not have a large print Bible for 
Remigia, however they were able to give her a new Bible 

with regular size print. She took it in her hands and put 
on her reading glasses, immediately starting to read it 
out loud. She thanked them immensely. Remigia was not 
sure where else she could have gotten a new Bible from 
and was scared that she would not be able to read God’s 
word from the well-used pieces of her old Bible.Remigia 
is not unique. Many Christians’ Bibles across Cuba are 

so worn out they cannot read them, and thousands of 
Christians are still waiting to get their first copy.

Engaging with the Bible
As part of the Bible for Every Cuban project the 
Cuban Bible Commission is also promoting 
Bible engagement within their country. They are 
running workshops for youth, leaders of small 
groups, Sunday school teachers, church leaders 
and pastors. Those who participate in this 
project are encouraged to evangelise and to 
spread the Word of the Gospel. 

These workshops run in every province of the country. 
Participants are encouraged to read the Bible every day 
and actively respond to this project by sharing the Bible 
with their friends and family.

This project will help people to truly engage with the 
Word of God and apply it to their own lives. With the 
continued access and openness to the word of God 
the Bible Society is beginning to see an opportunity for 
change in their country. As the attitudes and values of 
the people change, this shapes government decisions, in 
turn allowing for greater access to God’s Word in Cuba.

The Impact of COVID-19
The Cuban Bible Commission has had to adapt all their 
projects to comply with government guidelines regarding 
COVID-19. They have been able to continue some projects, 
moving them online or completing them with social 
distancing measures in place. They have asked us to pray 
with them for their country and for the Bible work there. 

If you would like to donate to 
this project simply fill out the 
form that was included with this 
magazine. You can also donate 
online on our website at www.
biblesocietyni.co.uk/project/
cuba-a-bible-for-every-
cuban/ or scan this QR code 
with your smartphone.

Pray for 
this project:

 + Pray for those who work in the Cuban Bible 
Commission, for their tireless hard work. 
Pray for their partners, pastors, church 
leaders and missionaries who help to make 
Bible work possible in Cuba.

 + Pray for those in Cuba who are struggling 
and who live alone, who have lost 
their jobs, or faced the breakdown of 
relationships. Pray for the youth, children 
and families affected by the virus.

 +  Pray for the government in Cuba; pray that 
God would guide them and help them to 
make wise decisions in such difficult times. 

Please join us as we pray for our brothers and 
sisters in Cuba.

Donate

 + £20 could give 4 people their own copy 
of the Bible.

 + £50 could help to run a Bible 
engagement workshop.

 + £150 could provide a whole 
congregation with Bibles.

All Bible society work depends on the 
generous giving of supporters. You could 
help to provide God’s Word to someone in 
Cuba with a gift as small as £5.

A woman receives her new Bible

A Bible 
for Every 
Cuban

Distributing Bibles in Cuba



THE BIBLE SOCIETY NI
27 Howard Street, Belfast, BT1 6NB
info@biblesocietyni.co.uk 
Tel: 028 9032 6577
www.biblesocietyni.co.uk
Charity Registration No. NIC102557 @biblesocietyni Published in January, May and September. Circulation 6,500

THE MAGAZINE OF THE BIBLE SOCIETY 
IN NORTHERN IRELAND | AuTuMN 2020

The Christmas season is 
one of the busiest times 
of the year. But it is also a 
season of reflection and 
preparation as we look 
forward to that special day 
on 25th December when we 
remember and celebrate 
the coming of Jesus – the 
arrival of our eternal God in 
our own humanity

This wonder is something 
too marvelous to simply 
celebrate on just one day 
each year. That is why we 
have created an Advent 
devotional resource – 
‘A Thrill of Hope’ – to lengthen and intensify the joy as 
you journey through this season. 

Beginning on 1st December and continuing through 
to Christmas Day our hope is that the brief devotional 
readings, thoughts, as well as space for you to reflect 
will deepen and sweeten your adoration of Jesus and 
help you keep him at the very centre of your Christmas 
season this year.

To download your free digital copy simply visit 
www.biblesocietyni.co.uk/resources/the-greatest-gift/ 
this November and enter your email address. And 
keep an eye to our social media @biblesocietyni for 
information on availability of printed copies as well as 
our Advent Bible Reading Calendar.

52 is a brand new 
Bible reading 
challenge from 
Bible Society NI 
that will help you 
get an overview 
of the BIG story 
of the Bible – 
without getting 
bogged down.

The plan will guide 
you through 28 
Old Testament 
passages and 24 
New Testament 
passages – the 
52 – so you can 
see the big picture of God’s story, get to know 
your way around the Bible and some of its 
most famous passages, as well as helping 
you to form a weekly Bible reading, studying 
and journaling habit in the process. It can also 
be completed in 10 weeks, with five readings 
done per week.

The resource will be released digitally in 
January 2021 and will include resources to aid 
whole family discipleship.

Get in touch with andrew@biblesocietyni.co.uk 
to register your interest in 52 today!

A Thrill of Hope: 
An Advent 
Devotional

Christmas 
Resources

52: A Bible 
Reading Plan 
for the Family

Bible Course full DVD set: £24.99
Individual Bible Course Study Guide: £4.99 each


